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I)      FACT  vs.  SLANDER 

A  plain  statement  of  fact  in  regard  to  certain 
matters  which  the  Conservative  party  in 
Parliament,  on  the  platform,  and  in  the 
press  for  the  past  three  years,  have  made 
the  basis  of  a  campaign  of  slander  by  which 
they  hope  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
electors  in  the  honest,  efficient  and  pro- 
gressive policy  and  administration  of  the 
Liberal  party. 


The  great  feature  in  the  p  '    •.  .inrda  during  tlitj 

past  ten  years  ha.s  been  the  devi       >  th»  North  West. 

During  those  j-ears  production  «.  ..iriea  '  .h  increased 

from  CtO  milHon  bushels  of  gr.ii.i  ..y  200  av  .on  bushels. 
Tliis  increase  of  production  added  annually  to  ihe  wealth  of 
(.'anada  makes  the  difference  between  present  progi'OS!?  and 
former  stagnation,  it  has  lieen  brought  about  by  tho 
increase  of  people  occupying  western  lands.  The  tot.'.I 
immigration  to  Canada  during  tlie  past  ten  years  has  been 
1,100,000.  During  ten  \-eai-s  the  Liberal  Government  h.^s 
given  200,000  settlers  21  million  acres  of  free  land  in  tiie 
West. 

In  tho  period  from  1890-1900  three  times  as  much  land 
was  gi\-en  in  free  homesteads  as  in  the  previous  18  years  and 
only  one-third  as  much  was  sold  or  granted  in  scrip. 

The  average  value  of  unimproved  western  land  has  in- 
creased from  S2.00  an  acre  in  1890  to  $6.00  an  acre  in  1900. 
This  enormous  increase  of  .settlement,  of  prod\iction  and  of 
land  values  could  not  have  taken  place  except  on  a  basis  of 
mutual  confidence  between  the  settler  ami  the  Governraen* 
udiministering the  lands.  It  was  because  of  the  lack  of  this 
nuitual  confidence  on  account  of  the  land  policy  antl 
administration  of  tlie  Conservative  Government,  that  settle- 
ment made  so  little  progress  during  the  years  of  their 
rule,  (/ould  the  confidence  of  settlers  in  tlie  administra- 
tion of  the  public  lands  by  the  Li i)eral  Government  hn 
shaken  settlement  would  thereby  be  retarded,  the  Govern- 
ment discredited  and  the   country   injured. 

With  the  object  of  discrediting  the  Govenment  and 
without  regard  to  whether  the  country  was  inj'  d  or  not, 
during  the  past  three  Sessions  of  Parliament  the  Opposi- 
tion party  have  concentrated  their  efforts  in  an  attempt  to 
discredit  the  western  land  administration  of  the  Government 
by  proclaiming  wh.at  they  are  pleased  to  call  scandals  in  that 
administration.  The  alleged  scandals,  but  actual  slanders, 
which  have  been  ventilated  at  length  before   the    House 
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o(J  Commons  and  CommitteeB,  are  the  contract  with  the  Nort  h 
Atlantic  Trading  Co.,  with  tlie  Saskatchewan  \r\\py  Land 
Company,  with  the  Robbins  Irrigation  Company,  tlie  lease 
to  tlie  Galway  Horse  and  Cattle  Company,  the  sale  of  the 
Blairmore  townsite  and  the  complaint  against  J.  Nixon  ami 
P.  Wagner,  as  Government  officials.  These  trans!ii,donstixik 
pL^j  in  pursuance  of  the  well  defined  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  secure  the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the 
country,  and  in  no  sense  ga\-e  any  warrant  for  the  allegations 
of  unfair  dealing  or  favoritism  towards  friends,  which  has 
been  alleged. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  TRADTNc}  COMPANY. 

In  pursuing  a  vigorous  immigration  campnign  on  the 
European  continent  the  (io\-ernment  found  itself  serioasly 
hampered  by  the  it>strictive  laws  of  the  various  countries. 
The  government's  policy  ia  inducius  immigration  was  to 
secure  the  energetic  efforts  of  steamship  booking  agents 
by  paying  a  bonus  on  tickets  sold  to  Canada.  It  was 
found  that  the  individiMCl  booking  agents,  being  subject 
to  the  restrictive  laws  mentioned,  were  not  able  to  carry 
on  a  vigorous  advertising  campaign  such  ns  tlio  Govern- 
ment desired.  The  North  Atlantic  Trading  Company  was  a 
syndicate  of  continent:\l  booking  agents  operaiing  in  the 
various  European  countries  but  liaving  their  licadquaiicrs 
in  Holland,  which  was  centrally  located  and  which  h.ul  no 
restrictive  laws  itself,  and  wus  not  subject  to  tlie  restrictive 
laws  of  surrounding  countrii  .  By  t  his  means  t  he  syndicate 
was  able  to  spread  liferaturc  advertising  Canada  with  every 
advantage  throughout  the  European  couiitiies  from  which 
immigration  was  desired,  and  the  bonus  was  paid  to  the 
syndicate  instead  of  to  the  individual  booking  agents  as 
formerly.  The  result  was,  .as  the  returns  show,  a  verv  huge 
flow  of  immigration. 

As  time  went  on  and  inmiigralion  increased  the  policy 
of  more  careful  selection  of  iinragrants  was  adopted  by  the 
Canadian  Ciovernment.  In  pursuance  of  that  policy,  on 
examination  it  was  found  that  the  North  .\tlantic  Tradiiii. 
Company  was  satisfied  to  secure  innm-iranls  from  tlie  cotm- 
tries  most  easily  worked,  and  was  not  using  due  endeavouis 
in  tlte  countries  of  greater  e.xi^nse  and  difhculty.  For  this 
reason  the  contract  was  cancelled  and  its  operations  closed 
in  November,  V.M}0. 

Since  then  a  new  method  of  dealing  with  individual 
booking  agents  in  the  several  lairopean  countries  has  l)een 
adopted.  Tufler  the  new  system,  instead  of  dealing  with 
all  booking  aj^enls,  only  such  as  are  approved  by  the  Immi- 
gration l^ep.'iitinent  are  dealt  with.  I5y  this  means  it  is 
hoped  that,  while  there  may  be  reasonabk  Tort  to  secure 
immigrants,  friction  with  the  restrictive  co,t...ries  will  be 
avoided,  but  it  has^  been  too  recently  inaugurated  to  be  sure, 
as  'yet;  of  W^utts; 
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SASKATCHEWAN  VALLEY  LAN  ^  COMPANY. 

TImj  i^askatchcv  .m  Valley  T,;ind  Company  transaction 
related  to  an  area  ot  i;ind  inelmlcd  in  the  jjrant  made  by  the 
Conservative  Goverimient  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the 
Qu'ApiJelle,  Long  Lake  and  Saskatchewan  Railway.  It 
involved  the  sale  of  250,1100  arres  of  land  to  the  Saskatche- 
wan Valley  Land  Company  at  a  price  of  $1.00  per  acre  with 
conditions  of  .'<;ttlement.  The  allegation  is  that  the  price 
at  which  the  land  was  fiold  was  below  the  market,  value. 
This  is  the  sole  allegation  made  in  the  attempt  to  discredit 
tl  •«.  vjovrrnmcnt  in  this  connection.  It  is  freely  admitted 
on  all  hands  that  as  a  result  of  the  oi*rafions  of  the  Com- 
pany a  lar^o  tract  of  country  which  for  many  years  had  been 
al>8olutely  vacant  has  now  IxM-ome  well  settled  and  very 
largely  productive.  As  a  con,se(iuence  the  value  of  the  land  has 
increased  and  the  Company  engaged  in  the  undertaking  has 
rcajjed  some  profit.  The.e  latter  features  of  the  case  are  to 
the  credit  and  not  discredit  of  the  (iovernmci  t.  That  is  to 
say,  flic  secu  'T  of  ^oitlemont  and  production  and  the 
liuancial  1-ienclii    ..iturally  resulting  thei^'fioi". 

.\s  to  the  market  value  of  the  land:  TLo  lands  sold  to 
the  ftiiskatchcwan  \'alley  Land  Company  were  the  even 
lumilj-^red  sections  altornatiiig  iipcessarily  with  the  odd 
numbered  Mrcfions  which  Ix'longed  to  the  tju'.Xpiielle,  Long 
Lake  and  Saskatchewan  Company  as  their  land  grant.  At 
the  same  liuK^  as  the  Saskatchewan  Valley  Land  Company 
bought  from  the  (lovrrnmciit  on  >ottletnent  conditions  at 
$1.00  an  aire  the  even  numlx'red  sections,  they  bought  from 
(he  Railway  Comjiany  the  alternating  odd  numbered  sections 
without  sottlenient  duties  at  Sl.O.")  ]>ev  acre.  The  fact  that 
the  Rail  way  Company  sold  at!?  1. 05  is  incontrovertible  evidence 
as  lot  ho  market  value  ottlw;  land  at  the  time.  IftheGove  i- 
iMOMt  had  sold  the  land  without  settlement  conditions  a..d 
had  sold  it  at  less  than  Sl.t).!  per  acre  it  would  certainly  have 
l>eeu  fairly  the  subject  of  i-riticism.  But  the  purpose  of  tho 
(iove-nincnt  was  the  .^ettk-mont  not  thn  mere  sale  of  th« 
land.  It  was  sold  only  on  conditions  of  settlement  which 
were  much  more  cxixinsive  to  the  Company,  which  cost  them 
a  great  deal  more  money,  than  it  would  have  cost  them  to 
pay  the  ditTpi-eino  of  (j5  cents  [)er  acre  for  the  land.  The 
t'ompany  would  naturally  ha\e  been  just  as  willi.ig  to  paj'  the 
Ciovernmciit  $L65  for  its  land  without  settlement  conditions 
.IS  it  w;is  fo  pay  the  Railway  Company  the  same  price  for  its 
land  on  the  same  condit  ions.  But  the  Government  preferred 
to  take  in  place  of  a  dift'erence  of  65  ('ents  an  acre  in  price  the 
actual  settlement,  oi  the  amount  of  land  called  for  in  the 
arrangement.  This  settlement  has  involved  the  productioti 
of  grain  and  the  increase  of  wealth  and  population  which  is 
the  boast  of  Canaila  so  far  as  this  tract  of  country  is  con- 
cerned. That  the  men  who  paid  for  the  laud  and  spent 
their  money  in  inducing  settlement  nj)on  it  liave  made 
money  out  of  the  sale  at  the  pric3  to  which  their  exertions 
had  advanced  if .  is  a  gain  and  not  a  loss  to  the  country.  It 
is  a  gain  ami  not  a  loss  that  population,  has  been  increased, 
that  production  has  been  increased,  and  that  the  land  ha.<> 


increased  in  value  .  ll  was  to  secui-c  these  results  that  iho 
baigain  with  the  riaskatchcwan  Laud  Company  was  made. 
Unci  ttie  purpose  of  tlie  bargain  failed  it  would  not  liavT! 
been  the  subject  of  Oppcwitiou  criticitini,  but  it  would  have 
lieei'.  unfortunate  fur  the  "luntry.  It  is  becauae  it  was 
suc'.-essful  that  it  is  i.-ritieise  and  the  attempt  is  made  to 
have  tlie  people  believe  that  its  Hurness  was  because  of 
wrong-doing  on  the  part  of  the  Covernmcnt. 


thl:  robbins  iuiugation  company. 

The  agreement  with  the  Hobbius  Irrigation  Company 
involved  a  transaction  crabraciuj;  some  o.SO.WO  acres  of  land 
ill  y  part  of  the  Territories  when;  the  experience  of  twenty 
years  had  demonstrated  that  cultivation  could  not  succeed 
without  irrigatiou.  In  recognition  of  the  fact  that  a  con- 
^Jtiftblo  portion  of  the  south-western  iiart  of  the  prairie 
requires  irrigation  to  successfully  produce  crop,  in  1898 
an  irrigation  law  was  pas-cd  by  Parliament,  'he  purpose  of 
which  was  to  offer  reasonable  inducements  to  the  investment 
of  private  capital  in  the  work  of  irrigating  land  which  could 
net  be  successfully  culti%'atcd  without  it.  In  pursuance  of 
tiiat  policy,  from  time  to  time  agi-oementis  were  entered  into 
with  })rivatc  individuals  and  companies  alienating  con.sider- 
able  areas  of  land  on  condition  ;  hat  they  hhould  he  irrigated. 
Most  of  these  transactions  concerned  aita;;  under  1,00(J  acre:;, 
but  in  one  case  the  area  alienated  to  the  Allvrt:.  H"'\.-;iy 
and  (.'ual  Company  was  half  a  million  acres.  '}"  .".iiss 
.ipon  which  lands  were  alienated  for  purjWL^es  of  irrigation 
in  effect  arc:  .\n  agreement  is  catered  into  between  the. 
iJo.oniUicnt  and  the  Company  that  when  the  Company  has 
irrigated  one  aero  of  a  certain  tiact  the  (iovcrnmeiU  will  sell 
to  the  Company  four  acico  f)f  the  tract  affected  at  SI.UO  [ler 
acre.  In  the  catc  of  the  Hobhins  Irrigation  Company  thii 
hama  agreement  was  entered  into;  this  agreement  is,  there- 
fon;,  r.ot  more  subject  to  criticism  than  are  all  the  other 
irrigation  enteriuises  which  have  been  enlered  into  during 
the  past  eight  years  on  tiie  .'ramo  terms. 

This  enlcriirise,  lif)wcvci-,  required  an  c.-tiinated  ex- 
}V;ndicuie  of  at  least  one  million  dollars  to  secure  cffectivt; 
irrigation.  The  Comi)aiiy  undertook  in  rai.se  this  money  in 
London,  and  issued  a  glowing  prospectus.  The  (Opposition, 
apsutning  that  t!io  ex|K:ctations  held  oiit  in  the  pios]x?ctus 
had  b<;en  already  realized,  .-tttacked  the  agreement  as  though 
it  weit!  a  p:!-t  of  the  prew|)ectu; .  .uid  ;!s  tliough  the  Govern- 
ment  in  nuking  the  agreement  was  resj^onsible  for  the 
n'prescnti;  ions  mado  by  the  Company  in  order  to  raise  the 
money  wirii  whieh  to  carry  out  its  agreement.  Tiie  facts  are, 
tlint  unkrs  and  until  the  Cnnipany  is  actua'ly  able  to  make 
productive  one  acre  of  hitherto  unpr-  '  ctive  North-West 
land  it  does  not  l)ecome  entitled  to  ;-  ling.  When  it  has 
suocpeded  in  making  one  such  .".crt.  oi  unproductive  laud 
productive,  it  then  becomes  entitled  to  fiuy  four  acres  at 
51 .00  per  acre.  That  is  fr, say,  land  vrliicl!  liithortn  has  been 
offered  free  to  anyone  who  would  lake  it  and  cultivate  it, 


aud  vrhicb  no  ono  has  been  willing  to  accept  en  these  eondl- 
tions,  is  to  be  paid  for  by  the  Company  at  the  rate  of  11.00 
per  acre  after  the  Company  has  spent  a  million  dollars  • . 
making  one  fourtii  of  tho  tract  productive.  The  physicu" 
conditions  are  such  that  it  will  require  an  expenditure  of  thi.-;, 
or  a  greater  amount,  before  the  Tompany  will  be  entitled  to 
purchase  one  aero  oi"  land  under  their  agreement. 

THE  GALWAY  HORSE  AND  CATl'LE  COMPANY  , 

LEASE. 

The  soutli  western  p;.rt  of  the  pniiric  wTst,  which  la 
subject  to  insnffirient  rainfall  for  the  growth  of  rrop,  is  suit- 
able for  cattle  raising  on  a  large  scale.  This  has  l)een  carried 
on  over  siacc  the  lirsi  Mjttlemcnt  of  the  country,  and  tho 
111  vision  of  the  grazing  rifjhts  liptwcen  the  various  holders  of 
l)ands  of  cattle  has  been  the  .-subject  of  consideration;  and 
from  time  to  tirie  numeroui  thanjics  have  l)Pen  made. 
There  arn  man>'  ddficnities  iumakinjiadivi?iionofthegraziu<» 
rights  which  will  be  satisfactory  to  all  the  parties  concerned, 
the  principal  one  lH.'inji,  that,  with  the  change  of  seasons  from 
wet  to  dry,  apart  of  the  country  which  may  be  too  dry  for 
the  growth  of  crop  (luring  a  eertain  :<ufccssion  of  vear^,  in 
the  succeeding  cycle  may  have  a  sufhcient  rainfall  .  i  berouic 
attractive  to  settler.-.  To  meet  this  condition  gruzing 
rights  were  granfed  to  owners  of  cattle  .«)ibject  lo  the  »iitry 
upon  those  rights  of  homesteaders  as  they  migiit  p!c;i.*t;. 
While  this  ])rovisif)u  was  very  i^roijcr  in  any  part  of  the 
country  where  cultivation  would  Ix- likely  to  l^ecome  possible 
imder  a  change  in  the  amount  of  rainfall;  it  gave  an  opport- 
unity in  the  parts  of  the  ct.-.mtiy  \vhieh  were  unquestiouabiv 
and  always  too  dry  for  the  growth  of  crop,  for  tiie  rancher 
to  lie  held  up  by  the  ^|>eculative  homesteader,  who  bv 
s(iuattitiK  or  liomesteading  on  the  sources  of  wjuer  ^uppl\-, 
was  enabled  to  prevent  tlic  liinchin.oi  from  u-iug  the  iariro 
grazing  areas  deiH'inl.  it  upon  iluit  w:iii-i  supply.  In 
order  that  the  areas  ol  the  cc  uitry  wlicrc  dry  conditions 
were  thoroughly  established  might  ix>  \i.-ed  to  the  best  ad- 
\antage  for  c;!\./jng  purposes,  it  was  desirable  that  the  pro- 
vi.sion  allowing  homcsteading  within  a  grazing  lease  should 
not  apply.  Therefore  in  about  lUOli  several  Orders  in 
Council  were  pasi-cil  gi-.mting  grazing  leases  on  lands  which 
were  unquestionably  dry  and  from  which  homesteaders  were 
excluded  fora  perin-i  ->f  ji  years.  One  of  these  Orders  was  in 
favour  of  H.  P.  Brown  of  (ho,  t  I'alls.  Montana.  The  other 
lca.ses  granted  under  these  Ol■der^s  in  Council  were  executed 
and  availed  of,  but  Broui'  did  not  execute  the  lease  sent  him, 
and  did  not  enter  upon  occupation  of  the  projierty.  His 
rights  were  afterwards  assigned  to  the  Galwav  Horse  and 
( 'attle  Company.  This  Com'|)any  had  acquired"Mr.  Brown '.s 
rights  for  the  purpose  of  stocking  the  lease  and  wa.s  prepared 
to  execute  and  occupy. 

.Some  time  in  February.  lOO.j,  a  general  recidation  had 
been  passed  providmg  for  closed  leases  where  "the  country 
was  not  sm'table  for  agricultural  settlement.    Owing  to  the 
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difficulty  of  defining  what  w^s  and  what  was  not  siiitable  for 
agricultural  settlement,  in  June  19U5  these  regulations 
were  suspended:  and  later  on  there  were  substituted  for 
them  regulations  providing  for  a  21  jcar  lease  subject  to 
cancellation  on  two  years  notice. 

When  the  Galway  Company  applied  *o  execute  their 
lease  the  Minister  offered  them  a  lease  under  the  new  con- 
ditions; that  is  to  say,  21  yeai-s  subject  to  cancellation  on 
two  years  notice;  at  the  time  supposing  that  the  Company 
held  their  rights  under  the  rogulationE  of  Februarj'.  1903  res- 
pecting closed  leases  which  had  been  rescinded.  The  Com- 
pany accepted  the  lease  on  these  terms  for  the  time  being; 
but  afterwards  rejected  it  and  demanded  their  lease  ac- 
cording to  the  tenns  of  the  Order  in  Council  which  had 
authorized  the  issue  of  a  leas*  to  H.  F.  Brown,  for  the  tract 
in  question,  whose  assigned  rights  they  held.  As  the  Order 
in  Council  had  never  Won  rescinded  tliey  were  clearly 
entitled  to  the  rights  existing  under  it,  and  the  closed  lease 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  Order  in  Council  was  issued  to 
them.  They  were  not  required  to  jiay  the  rental  for  tiie 
term  intervening  lietween  the  i)assing  of  the  Order  and  the 
execution  of  the  lease,  becaut«  until  the  lease  was  executed 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  had  no  legal  right  to  collect 
the  leate  money  from  them.  It  is  true  that  the  (jovern- 
ment  might  have  caiicelled  the  Order  iu  Council,  but  it  is 
also  true  that  by  doing  so  it  might  have  been  exposed  to 
very  severe  criticism  for  having  unwarrantably  abrogated 
private  rights,  especially  as  the  cancellation  of  the  order 
would  not  have  in  any  degree  altered  the  fact  that  the 
tract  affected  w;is  fitted  for  grazing  only,  and  therefore  as 
a  matter  of  public  policj'  should  be  under  dosed  lease.  And 
unless  the  Order  in  Council  was  cancelled  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  had  no  alternative  but  to  issue  the  lease  iu 
accordance  with  the  trrm^  of  llie  Order. 

BLAIRiMOKK  TOWNt^ITl.. 


Blairniore  station  on  thn  Crows  Nest  Pass  Hallway 
Is  iu  a  valley  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  west  of  1  lie  gaji  or  entranre  by  the  raihvay  to  (ho 
Mountains.  The  road  was  (oinpleted  in  1S».»,S.  A  .'Station 
agent  and  a  sectionmaii  woe  imt  iu  residence.  The  namo 
of  the  station  agent  was  H.  E.  Lyon,  and  the  ^octionman 
was  Felix  Montalbetti.  Hoth  resided  in  or  near  the  station 
for  several  years.  After  the  completion  of  the  railway, 
coal  w.'is  discovered  at  Frank,  alwut  two  miles  east  of 
Blairmore  and  outside  the  gap,  and  a  sl.ition  and  town 
were  established  there.  Later  on  other  discoveries  of  coal 
were  made,  and  tinaliy  the  coal  rights  under  the  quarter 
section  upon  which  the  Blairmore  station  stood  were  pur- 
chased from  the  Government  at  tne  current  rate  of  $7.00 
per  acre  by  H.  S.  Pelletier.  .\bout  the  same  time  relic- 
tier  took  up  his  residence  upon  this  quarter  section  at  a 
roneiderable  distance  from  the  'station,  erected  a  comfor- 
table house  and   has   resided   there  ever   since.     When 
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Pelletifc  purchased  the  coal  rights  of  the  quarter,  under  the 
regulations  he  could  have  purchased  the  surface  rights  akb 
by  paying  $10  an  acre,  at  the  rate  of  $7.00  for  the  coal  and 
S3.00  for  the  surface. 

As  the  Frank  mine  wg^  developed  and  the  town  of 
Frank  ga«w  and  other  coal  discoverica  were  made  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  surface  rights  of  the  Blairniore  quarter 
section  began  to  acquire  a  speculative  value.  Shortly  after 
Pelletier  had  acquired  the  coal  right,  II.  K.  Lyon  and  Felix 
Jlontalbetti  applied  to  purchase  the  surface  right.  Two 
appUcationj  to  purcha-se  having  brcn  made  it  wus  decided 
by  the  Departni'  I  to  .'sell  to  the  claimant  who  showeil 
prior  rights  of  occupation.  Both  applicants  were  heard 
and  the  surface  rights  of  the  land  were  sold  at  the  current 
rate  of  $3.00  an  acre  to  Montalbetti  on  his  establishing  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Dominion  lands  priority 
of  residence  upon  the  land. 

Lyon  took  exception  to  this  decision,  a^ked  for  aii<l 
received  leave  from  the  Department  to  contest,  Montalijetti'a 
right  in  the  Court.  He  brought  his  case  before  the  Ex- 
chequer Court,  evidence  was  taken  on  the  iijound  with 
.lustice  Wetmore  as  Referee.  Justice  Wetniore  reported; 
and  Justice  Burbridge  of  the  Exchequer  Coiut  decided  that 
so  far  as  residence  was  concerned  Lyon  had  no  claim  upon 
the  land.  .\s  Montalbetti  held  by  purchase  and  not  by 
s(iuatter"s  right  there  was  no  ground  for  di  nu-bing  the  sale 
to  him.  Justice  Burbidge,  however,  decided  that  before 
Montalltetti  was  confirmed  in  his  title  he  should  give  title  to 
I,yon  and  to  Pelletier  for  the  portions  of  the  land  upon  which 
their  then  existing  improvements  stood.  Although  Lyou 
had  failed  in  establishing  his  case  the  Government  decided  in 
order  tliat  he  might  not  suffer  serious  loss,  to  pay,  and 
ultimately  did  pay,  his  tosts  in  the  citee,  in  the  belief  that 
as  the  decision  of  the  Judge  gave  him  title  to  a  part 
of  the  land  that  his  rights  might  fairly  receive  some  con- 
sideration. Lyon  complained  very  bitterly  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court,  and  secured  the  making  of  a  number  of 
accusations  against  the  Interior  Department  and  particularly 
against  Mr.  McKcnzie  to  whom  Monlalljetti's  rights  had 
l)een  assigned,  but  did  not  and  has  not  yet  taken  any  action 
to  aiiijealfrom  the  decision  of  the  Exchequer  Court,  which 
wa,s  his  right  and  was  his  proper  course  if  he  Ijclievcd  he  had 
Ijcen  wronged. 

Amougsl  the  rdlcgatiiins  made  by  I^yon  was  that  of  im- 
])ropfr  dealings  between  McKcn/ie  and  Montallietti,  and  of 
l)crjury  against  Montalbetti.  Last  summer  Lyon  caused 
criminal  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  ^h)ntall)ettionthe 
charge  of  i)erjury.  Montalbetti  was  arrested,  the  case  was 
tried  out  before  Judge  Harvey  and  a  jury  in  Maclcod  and 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

The  position  was  taken  by  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition that  when  it  was  found  tlnit  the  townsite  of  Blair- 
more  had  become  valuable  the  sale  to  ^lontalbetti  should  have 
been  cancelled  and  the  land  m\d  for  the  Ijenetit  of  the 
treasury.    If  this   principle  were  to  be  adopted  the  right 
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of  everyone  who  hf^  acquired  government  land  in  the  west 
during  the  past  20  years  would  oe  subject  to  cancellation,  as 
each  individual  parcel  has  increased  very  greatly  in  value. 
The  principle  of  the  Government,  on  the  other  hand,  is  that 
when  a  sale  is  made  the  rights  of  the  purchasera  are  estab- 
lished, and  (hat  it  is  not  the  privilege  of  the  Government, 
because  it  may  have  the  power,  to  break  the  bargain.. 

THE  WAGNER  CASE.^ 

Philip  Wapner  is  employed  as  clerk  and  interpreter  at 
tho  Dominion  Lands  Office,  Edmonton,  and  as  interpreter 
attached  to  the  Dominion  Immigration  Office,  Edmonton. 
He  receives  a  fialary  of  $75.00  a  month  for  his  Lands  Office 
work  and  825.0U  n  month  for  his  Iimnigratiou  Office  work, 
SlOO.tJO  ptr  mouth  in  all.  He  speaks  English,  Gei-man  and 
(Jalician  fluently,  aiul  understands  all  three  thoroughly. 
He  is  a  native  of  Galicia,  but  is  of  German  parentage,  and 
belonged  to  one  of  the  many  Ge'T.an  colonies  in  that  pro- 
vince of  Austria.  Therefore,  German  i.-i  his  nat  i ve  language  ; 
l)ut  .'ts  the  Geraiau  colony  in  Galiciti  was  surrounded  by 
])eoi)Io  .-^peaking  (i:ili:i;iu,  and  fis  there  was  necessarily  ;i 
ureut  deal  <if  ini.iTchaiigci  of  busiuet-s,  lie  acquired  the  Gali- 
ciaii  lauguaiio  tliuruiiahly.  .Since  coming  to  Canada,  he  has 
also  acc(uircil  the  Englisli  language  thoroughly. 

Tiie  iicce.s.-sity  for  the  employment  of  German  and 
daliriiiu  interpreters  at  the  Lands  and  Immigration  Offices 
in  litlmoiiton  arises  from  the  fact  that  there  are  (jcrman 
H'UltmeiUs  nuuiberiug  many  thousand  souls  in  that  vicinity, 
and  tlicrc  are  al.so  Galieian  t-ett!ementa  numl^ering  in  the 
noighliourliood  of  1.5,0(11). 

The  settler.-;  vi  thf.'^o  nationalities  already  on  the  land 
ncres.-arily  have  :i  fireai,  deal  of  Imsinet^s  with  the  Land.-^ 
()ffi<'0,  and  it  i.s  in  ilio  last  dcjrrco  importani,  not  only  for 
I  he  beru'fit  of  the  seitlers,  but  al.-o  in  the  iutcivst  oi  tl\j 
proix'r  Ivan^actioa  f^t  tlie  Government's  businest?,  that  the 
important  c  nmunicatioud  necetsarily  made  .-^houid  be  in- 
terpreted accuriilcly. 

To  these  largo  settleuu;n(s  of  (ieiir\ans  and  Galicians 
naturally  tliei-e  come  every  year  addition.s  in  the  way  of 
i-elations  or  acquaint ancet;  from  their  original  homes,  who 
have  io  Ix"  dealt  with  by  the  Innnicration  and  Lands  Dc- 
l'artment.<  of  the  (.iovernmcnt .  It  is  even  more  necessary 
than  in  the  case  of  the  old  t-cttlors  that  information  and  re- 
i|uiremcut.s  t-hould  l;e  accurately  transmitted  lictwcen  the 
(iovtrnment  depart menl.s  and  the  new  settlers.  Undi 
IhcM'  (•ir<;umstauceH,  ii  i.s  absolutely  necestavy  that  there 
^hould  1)0  interpreters  able  tf)  sjjcak  both  (icnnan  and  (iali- 
<ian  in  tlie  j-ervjie  of  the  Lands  and  Immigration  Depart- 
ment.-) of  tho  Government  at  Edmonton. 

Whilu  it  would  not  Jie  difficult  to  get  a  conqHitcnt 
(ierinau  and  Eugli.sli  interpif-ter,  it  is  in  the  last  degree  difli- 
rult  to  pel  a  romijetent  English  and  Gilician  interpreter. 
Mr.  Wagner's  u.'efulnct.^  is  esiiecially  because  of  his  I^eing 
unquestionably  the  most  competent  and  reliable  Galieian- 


11 


English  interpreter  in  Edmonton.  The  fact  that  he  is 
equally  competent  in  German  and  English  makes  it  a  saving 
to  the  Government  to  employ  hira  to  interpret  the  two  langu- 
ages instead  of  one  interpreter  to  each  language. 

Mr. Wagner  after  working  as  a  journeyman  tailor  for  some 
years  in  Edmonton,  began  business  on  his  own  account.  Ho 
IS  a  very  good  tradesman,  and  was  in  the  way  of  doing  a 
good  business,  but  his  qualifications  as  an  interpreter  be- 
came so  well  understood,  especially  by  the  Galician  people, 
and  the  Government  not  having  at  that  time  any  interpreter 
ill  f  hat  language,  ho  was  continually  teing  asked  by  Galicians 
tu  ict  as  their  interpreter  in  their  tran;^actions  at  the  Gov- 
ernment Lands  Office.  Being  of  accommodating  disposition, 
and  the  demands  upon  him  being  so  many,  his  business 
suffered;  and  a:5  it  was  evident  that  a  Gahcian  interpreter 
should  be  attached  to  the  Edmonton  Lands  Office,  Jlr.Wagner 
was  appointed  and  given  a  salary  of  S40.00  a  mouth.  As 
liiis  salary  was  nm  sufficient  payment  for  his  whole  time, 
he  was  only  exjXH'ted  to  give  his  time  when  needed,  and  it 
was  believed  that  ho  would  1k'  able  to  still  continue  his 
tailoring  business.  In  practice,  however,  it  was  found  that 
lUK-e  the  Galicians  understood  that  Wagner  v.as  paid  for  in- 
ir:rpr>-;ting  lor  them,  tluy  crowded  his  place  of  business  from 
morning  until  ni«ht  week  after  week,  so  tliat  his  business 
^vas  absolutely  dosx roved,  asid  he  was  k-ft  dependent  upon 
his  salarx'. 

EHoris  v.ore  mr.de  from  time  ti'  time  to  secuie  an  i."- 
(  salary  from  the  Dep-iuivierit,  but  v.-itrs.out  avail, 
v.lis;!  hi.-!  business  w.^s  going  to  pi'^ces. 


crease 
Duiin 
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ry  iiridcqufite,  ha  'necame  despondent,  and  at 
lUcr  ih2  iiifiueni'e  .if  liquet. 

His  v.i.'rk  of  interpreting  for  (T.^iliciann  v.as  to  a  p-.r.t 
o-vtenr  in  coiuicction  with  the  liaiidling  of  mciRV  orfler.^, 
bringinc;  out  morioy  from  (/^:ilic;a  to  people  at  Edmoatcu. 
or  seudiug  iiionoy  l);:;k  to  pay  imssagcs  oui .  He  handled 
hundreds'oi  l'iii;'nci:.i  transactions  of  this  atid  similar  kinds. 

Vv'hile  tills  condition  of  things  existfd.  it  became 


ol)]^!,   v.".tn  some  oi   ti\ij£'j 


in 
who  tluiagta  his  I'osition  and 
ivy  was  better  ti^an  it  really  vas.  to  have  him  ousted  in 
•  uder  ti^at  they  nr.ight  get  it.  .\t  tho  sa'ne  time,  the  fact 
th:it  Mr.  Waguer  was  an  avowed  supporter  of  the  Liberal 
flovenurient,  an'!  w.os  in  cl"!.-o  toucii  with  so  many  nev^r- 
conicn  ,  caused  him  to  l">e  considered  by  the  Government's 
<)p))oiicuts  as  a  dangerous  man  poUtioally,  and  therefore  oii« 
to  Ix!  got  rid  of. 

The  combination  Ixstween  the  poHticians  opposed  to 
(he  Government  .id  the  parties  who  wanted  Mr.  Wagner's 
position  residtcd  in  a  number  of  accusations  being  uiade 
against  him.  He  was  tried  on  these  accusations,  and  wa« 
acquitted  on  all  but  one.  In  that  case  he  was  convicted  and 
.sentenced  to  a  term  of  some  months  in  jail  at  Fort  Saskat- 
Vhewan,  which  term  ho  served.  At  the  same  time,  althougii 
the  sentence  may  hart  teen  warranted  by  the  evidence,  it 
was  a  very  general  belief  in  Edmonton  that  the  evidence 
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was  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  and  that  Mr.  Wagner's 
prosecution  for  malfeasance  ^..s  really  persecution  for  politics. 

At  any  rate,  veiy  shortly  after  hi*'  'eleatse,  he  le-estab- 
lished  himself  in  business  as  a  tai'''  m  Edmonton,  and 
earned  on  business  for  some  time  with  the  full  approval  and 
a  fair  share  of  the  patronage  of  the  ijeoplc  of  the  city. 

Ijuring  this  period,  the  Lauds  and  Immigration  De- 
partnients  of  the  Government  at  Edmonton  emploj-ed  such 
(ialician  interpreters  as  they  could  get,  but  fouml  them  un- 
satisfactory, and  it  became  necessary  ,  if  the  public  business 
was  to  lje'pioi)crly  transacted,  that  an  efficient  interpreter 
should  be  secured. 

Mr.  Wagner  is  ackuowcldged  to  ho.  the  most  efficient 
Galician-Diglish  interpreter  in  the  country,  and  an  offer 
was  made  to  him  to  give  up  his  hupinoi-s  and  take  employ- 
ment again  with  the  Government  iii  that  capacity.  Being 
under  difficulties  in  carrying  on  a  Imsine.-^s  without  capital, 
it  was  to  lii.s  advantage  to  accept  the  salary  offered,  which 
in  this  case  was  made  a  living  amount. 

Since  his  le-employnicnf ,  he  h;i;-  given  every  satisfac- 
tion in  every  capacity  iii  which  he  has  lieen  employed. 
He  and  his  family  are  adheivnts  of  the  Presl)\-terian  church 
in  Edmonton,  anil  iheir  stantling  in  tlie  community  is  with- 
out i-eproach. 

lie  has  l)ern  accused  of  being  active  politically  since 
his  re-appointment.  This  might  easily  lie  true,  considering 
the  venumous  character  of  the  political  jicrsecution  to  whiclx 
tie  had  becu  sulijocted.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the 
accusation  of  political  activity  made  against  him  was  sup-' 
l)orted  by  affidavits  secured  by  an  intcrpietcr  who  has  -^iuce 
received  sentence  to  gaol. 

THE  NIXON  CASK. 


.loseph  iNixon  was»ub-Land  Ajiciiland  caretaker  of  the 
Tmmigration  Hall,  at  Macleod,  AUxjrla.  His  salary  was 
SiJO.OO  a  month  as  sub-Agent,  and  $2.1.00  amot\th  as  care- 
taker. He  accepted  applications  for  homestead  entry  with 
the  fee,  atid  tiansniittcd  the  applications  and  tec  to  the 
Agent  at  Lethbridge.  He  also  received  applications  and 
lirst   paymeuis  on  town  lots  in  the  town  of  Jladeod. 

He  was  a  sluicmaker  by  trade,  but  the  duties  of  his  dual 
office  prevented  his  carrying  on  liis  l)u.>inesF;  lie  was  there- 
fore dependent  entirely  upoit  the  salary  which  he  received 
from  t  he  Ciovernment . 

His  work  as  siib-.\gent  and  Lund  iniide  was  efficient 
and  satibfactory  to  the  people  in  .MacleoJ  and  vicinity. 
Wliile  he  was  engaged  outride  as  Land  (itiide,  his  son,  a  boy 
about  15.  accepted  applications  in  the  office. 

In  the  Spring  of  190.5,  the  Land  Agent  at  Lethbridge 
discovered  that  some  applications  and  fees  made  and  paid  to 
Nixon  had  not  Wen  reported  to  the  Lethbridge  offii-e. 
As  soon  as  the  office  at  Ottawa  was  inl'oruieJ  of  t  his.  Inspector 
licech  was  ."ent  out  to  investigate.  He  found  that  Nixon's 
books  had  been  ^ery  carelessly  kept,  Nixon  not  having  been 
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a  man  of  clerical  education,  and  having  depended  x-ery  much 
upon  his  son  to  look  after  the  office.  Mr.  Leech  found  sev- 
eral cases  in  which  receipts  had  been  giwn  by  young  Nixon, 
but  the  money  had  not  been  turned  in.  Nixon  asserted  that 
the  shortage  was  due  to  error,  and  not  to  intent.  The 
amounts  were  made  up  forthwith  and  paid  in,  and  Leech 
so  reported. 

Although  tlie  explanation  wiS  accepted  that  the  short- 
ages were  by  negligence  and  not  by  intent,  it  was  not  thousfht 
advisable  that  Nixon  sliould  continue  the  ofiice.  h  was 
therefore  closed  for  a  time,  and  afterwards  re-openecl  under 
another  sub-agent.  It  wa.s  not  considered  th-it  Nixon  had 
been  guilty  of  any  serioiis  offence.  No  one  had  lost  anv 
money.  He  had  ?iven  every  assistance  to  Leech  in  straight- 
ening the  hooks.  It  was  considered  to  Ije  merely  a  case  of 
carclessnoss  and  lack  of  busine?-s  methods.  Therefore, 
when  it  was  necessary  to  put  a  man  on  the  Crc^-'s  Nest 
train  to  check  the  inunigvants  coming  in  by  that  road  from 
the  United  States,  Mr.  Nixon  was  appointed  to  do  the  wurk, 
for  which  he  was  jK-rfectly  competent,  and  against  which 
••ippointmcnt  no  |)cison  in  the  district  where  he  was  known 
otfei'ed  any  objection. 

Some  tiiTie  afterwards,  while  Nixon  was  still  employed 
.1:;  checker,  further  complaints  wei-e  received  as  to  other 
fj'counts  wliich  hitd  not  l)een  turned  in.  Further  invesliga- 
ti(in  was  iiiade,  and  it  was  found  tliat  Nixor  himself  had 
.■ictually  receipted  for  money  v.liich  he  did  nut  turn  in.  tic 
still  claimed  that  this  was eiror,  and  nut  intent .  Tiie  iiiuouiii 
of  money  w.ns  made  up.  It  was,  of  cotirse,  oj)e.-i  to  ih'- 
pprsons  agsvieved  or  to  any  ])orsnii  lo  cause  ait  ion  to  l.xf 
instituted  agjiinst  ^h•.  Nixon,  but  no  pnr-on  in  Macleod  or 
tiic  surrounding  conntiy  t'(  It  warranifnl  in  tloing  -o,  ;iiid  a 
was  not  done. 

When  ihe  ;-eason  of  immigration  was  over.  Mt.  Nixon's 
services  were  of  cours<>  di-:|)ei;sed  wiLh  as  checker,  and  he 
afterwards,  liaving  lost,  iiis  business  as  snoemaker  and 
having  lost  his  employment  iii  tlie  Lands  Depart nient, 
removed  altogether  from  the  West. 

The  (iovermnent  did  not  consider  tliat  the  circumstances 
warranted  taking  action  against  Ni^on  beyond  wliat  was 
taken.  He  was  given  employment  in  one  capacity  after 
having  liwn  disjx^nsnd  with  in  another,  tl^e  lielief  being  that 
he  was  not  directly  in  fault;  but  when  J!  wis  shown  tliut, 
whether  intent ioniilly  or  ii()r,  he  was  jiersonaily  in  fault,  hit 
connection  with  tlie  (iovernmcnt  absolnteiv  cpasf'd. 
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